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Comment

I am writing to comment on the above-referenced proposed rules. I have several concerns. First, I am
concerned that these rules are designed to fix a problem that does not exist. Federal Courts, especially,
District Courts, need flexibility to manage their cases, especially Social Security Disability cases. As a
result, they should not be subject to a "one size fits all" approach. 

Second, I have never, in 25 years of practicing law, had the government serve me with an answer and
administrative record within sixty (60) days. The rule contains no mechanism for enforcement of this
deadline. Is the plaintiff automatically entitled to a remand? The Committee should clarify what sanctions
are available to a plaintiff.  

Finally, the thirty (30) day deadline to serve "briefs" after the service of the Answer is not enough time for
an attorney to pore over a record of over a thousand pages, complete research, and draft a brief. Most
attorneys who practice in this specialty are solos or work in small firms. The time crunch may lead to an
inability to for an attorney to effectively argue his or her clients' cases. Furthermore, most District Court
judges are overworked, and have to prioritize their dockets. Often, Social Security cases go to the bottom
of the pile, and can take 18 months to receive a decision. Briefs should be due within sixty (60) days.  

If the Committee has questions about my comments, I would be happy to appear and testify. Or, feel free
to contact me. Thank you very kindly for the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Rules.
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