
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

CHAMBERS OF 700 STEWART STREET
RICARDO S. MARTINEZ SUITE 13134
CHIEF UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE SEATTLE WA  98101 

February 10, 2021 

Hon. John D. Bates, Chair 
Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure 
Judicial Conference of the United States 

Re: Comments on Proposed Supplemental Rules for Social Security Review Actions 
Under 42 U.S.C. Section 405(g) 

Dear Judge Bates, 

As Chief Judge of the Western District of Washington, I offer the following comments 
regarding the proposed Supplemental Rules for Social Security Disability cases 
reviewed under 42 U.S.C. Section 405(g) (“proposed Supplemental Rules”).  

Although we are a district of moderate geographical size, the United States District 
Court located in Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, handles the third highest volume of 
Social Security disability appeals of all federal district courts nationwide (according to 
combined statistics from 2019 and 2020). In calendar year 2019, our Court received 783 
newly-filed Social Security review actions. In calendar year 2020, we received 800 new 
filings of these cases. Only the Western District of New York and the Central District of 
California exceeded our combined new Social Security disability case counts in 2019-
2020. 

The attorneys and Judges maintain a fast pace, yet we are up against a backlog as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic and our otherwise heavy case load. But I am 
convinced the backlog would be far more voluminous if we had not been using an 
appellate practice framework similar to the protocols set forth in the proposed 
Supplemental Rules. 



Since 2015, when Senior District Judge Marsha Pechman served as Chief Judge, we 
have maintained a uniform protocol, where the parties are required to brief the case in 
the following sequence: plaintiff/claimant files an opening brief limited to 18 pages within 
28 days after the Court issues a scheduling order; the defense/government files a 
responding brief limited to 18 pages, 28 days after the opening brief’s filing; and an 
optional reply brief limited to 9 pages is due 14 days thereafter.  

In addition, our Court has conducted an e-service pilot project since June 1, 2015 
(General Order 04-15). Under this pilot program – which has been extended to 2022, 
the plaintiff provides the U.S. Attorney’s Office a copy of the summons and complaint by 
email, and also provides them a summary of identifying information (set forth in General 
Order 05-15) by email. The plaintiff also files a certificate of service, using the Court’s 
ECF system, indicating when the summons, complaint, and identifying information were 
sent by email to the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 

In conclusion, the Western District of Washington fully supports the proposed 
Supplemental Rules, and I enthusiastically endorse innovation in this important area of 
law. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

A
Ricardo S. Martinez  
Chief Judge
United States District Court
Western District of Washington


