
UNITED STATES TAX COURT 

INSTRUC'l'IONS TO THE PARTIES 

REGARDING TRIALS 

BEFORE JUDGE COURTNEY JONES 

Anticipating that some of you, whether counsel or a pro se party, have not been 
before this Court, or at least before Judge Jones (and possibly that some may have 
previously never been in any Court), the following instructions are given to guide you 
in your actions before the Court and Judge Jones: 

I. OPENING STATEMENTS AND EXAMINING WITNESSES 

1. Opening statements and examination of witnesses will generally be 
from the podium. If you desire to remain seated at counsel table for 
examination of witnesses, permission should be requested from the 
Court (and will generally be granted.) 

2. The proceedings are reported by tape recording using microphones. 
Accordingly, you must remain in front of the microphone on the podium 
or on counsel's table while talking. Do not strike the podium or counsel 
table for emphasis. The microphones do not amplify sound, so please 
speak in an audible tone. 

3. Opening statements should be brief, i.e., 10 minutes or less. 

II. OBJECTIONS TO QUESTIONS 

1. Do not use objections for the purpose of making a speech, recapitulating 
testimony, or attempting to lead the witness. 

2. When objecting, state only that you are objecting and the legal ground 
of objection. If you wish to argue an objection further, ask for permission 
to do so. 

3. Make objections in a timely manner, i.e., before the witness answers the 
question. 

III. GENERAL DECOR UM 

1. Keep the trial low-key. It is not a circus, a contest of dramatic ability, 
or an oratorical contest. It should at all times be a quiet, dignified 
proceeding to ascertain the proper tax liability of the petitioner. 



2. Do not approach the trial clerk or the witness box without requesting 
specific permission. When permission is given, return to the podium or 
counsel table when the purpose of the permission is finished. 

3. Rise when addressing the Judge and when the Judge enters or leaves 
the courtroom. 

4. Address all remarks to the Judge, Do not address the trial clerk, the 
reporter, or opposing counsel. If you want to discuss something with 
opposing counsel, ask permission to go off the record. All requests to 
have an exhibit placed in front of a witness shall be addressed to the 
Judge. 

5. Do not address or refer to a witness or counsel by his or her first name. 

6. While Court is in session, do not leave the counsel table to confer with 
other lawyers, agents, secretaries, or witnesses behind the bar unless 
permission is granted in advance. 

7. You should not by facial expression, nodding, or other conduct exhibit 
any opinion, adverse or favorable, concerning any testimony that is 
being given by a witness or any ruling of the Court. Counsel should 
admonish his or her own client and witnesses similarly to avoid such 
conduct. 

8. Where a party has more than one lawyer, only one may conduct the 
direct or cross-examination of a given witness. 

IV. PROMPTNESS OF COUNSEL AND WITNESSES 

l. The Court makes every effort to commence proceedings at the time set. 
Promptness is expected from counsel and witnesses. You must request 
permission from the Court, in advance, to delay arrival for any reason. 

2. If a witness was on the stand at a recess or adjournment, you should 
_ ,__ -~-----.__·----- -------------- have the witness back on the stand ready to proceed when Court resumes. ---"·-·-,--- ---- -----~-~--------=------~-~~----~-~~---~~----------.. ---~----~ -------~----~------~--~~----

3. Do not run out of witnesses. If you are out of witnesses and there is 
more than a brief delay, the Court may deem that you have rested. 

4. The Court attempts to cooperate with non-party witnesses and will, 
except in extraordinary circumstances, accommodate them by 
permitting them to be put on out of sequence. Anticipate any such 
possibility and discuss it with opposing counsel. If there is objection, 
confer with the Court in advance. 



V. EXHIBITS 

1. You should keep your own list of exhibits and should keep track of when 
each exhibit has been admitted in evidence. 

2. You are responsible for any exhibits that you obtain from the trial clerk 
and must return all such exhibits to the trial clerk. 

3. Exhibits not previously marked should, at the time of their first 
mention, be accompanied by a request that the trial clerk mark them for 
identification. You must show exhibits to opposing counsel before they 
are mentioned in Court. 

4. When referring to an exhibit, you should refer to its exhibit number. 
Example: 1-J, 2-P, 3-R, etc. Witnesses should be asked to do the same. 

5. Be sure that you have sufficient copies of exhibits to use at trial. If it 
will be used during examination of a witness, there must at least be a 
copy for the Court, a copy for the witness, a copy for opposing counsel, 
and a copy for counsel conducting the examination, i.e., four copies. 

6. Any charts, graphs, maps, diagrams, etc., used at trial, without 
objection, shall be reduced, in advance, to 8-1/2 x 11 size paper (see Rule 
23(d), Tax Court Rules of Practice and Procedure) and offered as an 
exhibit. 

VI. ADVANCE NOTICE OF DIFFICULT QUESTIONS 

If you have reason to anticipate difficult questions of law or evidence that have not 
already been addressed in your trial memorandum, you must give the Court advance 
notice. 

VII. BRIEFING SCHEDULE 

After the parties have rested, the Judge will decide whether briefs will be required, 
whether they will be simultaneous or seriatim, and whether page limits will be 
imposed. See Rule 151(b). The Judge may request that the parties state any 
preferences regarding the briefing schedule. 

VIII. OTHER RULES 

Additionally, you should observe the rules set forth in the attached copy of "Rules 
Governing Conduct During Proceedings of the U.S. Tax Court." You should also be 
familiar with the Rules of Practice and Procedure of the Unitc~d States Tax Court, 
which are available from the Clerk of the Court in Washington, D. C. 



COURTROOM RULES GOVERNING CONDUCT DURING 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE U.S. TAX COURT 

The following courtroom rules implement Canon 3A(2) of the Code of Conduct for 
United States Judges which states, a Judge should maintain order and decorum in 
all tl udicial Proceedings. 

IX. COURTROOM DECORUM 

Persons attending the session of the U.S. Tax Court shall: 

Conduct themselves at all times in an orderly fashion. 

Refrain from eating, drinking (except water), gum chewing, newspaper or magazine 
reading, loud talking or other obtrusive behavior. 

Be seated while court is in session. 

Rise when instructed to do so, for example, upon opening, closing, or declaring 
recesses of court and remain standing until the presiding Judge invites everyone to 
be seated. 

All mobile phones, smart phones, or other electronic devices shall be turned off in the 
courtroom. No computers shall be used in the courtroom, except as authorized by the 
presiding Judge. 

SECURITY 

No person - except duly authorized law enforcement officers - shall have in his or her 
possession or cause to be brought into the courtroom any weapon, destructive device, 
or component thereof. 

Courtroom security officers or U.S. Marshals are authorized to open and inspect any 
itc-Jm carried into a courtroom. 

All persons are prohibited from broadcasting, televising, recording, or taking 
photographs in the courtroom and areas immediately adjacent thereto during 
sessions of the court or recesses between sessions, except when the presiding Judge 
or Special Trial Judge authorizes: 

the use of electronic or photographic means for the presentation of evidence, or 
for the perpetuation of a record, and 



the broadcasting, televising, recording, or photographing of investitive or ceremonial 
proceedings. 

SANCTIONS 

Any person violating these courtroom rules may be subject to punishment for 
contempt of court or removal from the courtroom or both, as determined by the Court. 

ADDITIONAL ORDERS 

Nothing in these courtroom rules precludes an individual Judge from making and 
enforcing such additional orders as are necessary to maintain security, order, and 
decorum in proceedings before the U.S. Tax Court. 

As approved by Judge Courtney Jones of the U.S. Tax Court. 


